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1. PATHWAY TO REGISTRATION AS AN ARCHITECT

To register as an architect with a state or territory
architects registration board in Australia, generally
applicants must have completed an Australian accredited
architectural qualification (or successfully completed
the AACA’s Overseas Qualifications Assessment) before
sitting the Architectural Practice Examination (APE).

If you hold an accredited architecture qualification from
Australia, New Zealand or Hong Kong, you DO NOT need to
complete the Overseas Qualifications Assessment. You may
apply for a Skills Assessment based upon completion of an
accredited architecture qualification via the Verification of
Australian Qualification process.

See here for all pathways to registration as an architect
in Australia.
AACA’s Overseas Qualifications Assessment process,
conducted in two stages, determines whether an
individual overseas academic qualification compares
with a current Australian accredited qualification in
architecture. Once an applicant’s qualification has been
deemed comparable, he/she is eligible to undertake the
Architectural Practice Examination (APE), successful
completion of which is required before applying for
registration as an architect with a state or territory
architects registration board.

Overseas Qualifications Assessment – Combined Stage 1 and 2
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2. OVERVIEW

Stage 1 of the Overseas Qualifications Assessment (OQA) is
an assessment of tertiary qualifications in architecture that
have been awarded outside of Australia and does allow a
graduate to proceed to registration as an architect in the
country of the awarding institution.
Stage 2 is a competency-based assessment that includes
the submission of a portfolio of 2 to 4 architectural projects,
summary statements to the 2021 National Standard of
Competency for Architects in Australia (NSCA) and an
assessment interview.
You can apply for the OQA Stage 2 only if you have already
completed the OQA Stage 1 assessment, the assessment
of your qualification/s. The outcome of Stage 1 may be
successful or unsuccessful.

Other eligibility requirements:

Outcome:

Applicants must have completed a 5 year full-time
equivalent architectural qualification awarded by an
institution outside of Australia; or have been awarded a
qualification that does allow a graduate to proceed to
registration as an architect in the country of the awarding
institution.

Successful applicants are provided with a Skills Assessment
letter for migration purposes (if required) and an outcome
letter that acts as an authority to apply for the Architectural
Practice Examination (APE) with a local registration board.

Applicants must provide evidence for a minimum of 6
months of relevant professional experience. Courseintegrated, practical experience that would replace
coursework time is excluded.
English language proficiency.
Applicants may reside in Australia or overseas.
Process:
Feedback will be provided to allow applicants to revise any
documents if required. When ready, an assessment
interview will be scheduled.

Unsuccessful candidates are provided written advice as to
where they are deficient and how to upgrade their
qualifications. *
Timeframes:
Applications are generally finalised within 12 to 16 weeks.
Note:
The submission of fraudulent documents will result in an
immediate rejection of the application, a lifetime ban on
applying for any assessment with AACA, and reporting to
the relevant authorities for further investigation.

* Having addressed the deficiencies identified by AACA, unsuccessful applicants may complete the specified study and then submit evidence
to AACA. An amended Skills Assessment letter and outcome letter will be issued at no additional cost. Time limitations do apply.

4|

last revised in June 2022

3. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

NSCA CRITERIA

Through the submission of a project portfolio, summary statements and participation in
an assessment interview that is offered online, applicants have the opportunity to
demonstrate how their qualification/s have equipped them with an understanding of the
competencies to satisfactorily meet the relevant 43 performance criteria (at the graduate
level) of the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA). This is the
minimum standard required of a graduate from an accredited program of study in
Australia.
Summary statements must be provided to the 13 topic areas as outlined in the OQA
Statement form and address the relevant group of performance criteria. These
statements should be supported with drawings, sketches and/or other documentation
that relate to the projects presented in the portfolio (especially when relevant to Design).
The statements can also refer to the final Miscellaneous section, when concerning, for
example, building regulations, codes of conduct, or other projects in which the applicant
was not necessarily involved. It is suggested that the summary statements do not exceed
500 words per topic area.
Please notice the Explanatory Notes for the 2021 NSCA that are available online on our
AACA webpage. The relevant sections should be read as preparation for your response to
the final topic area.
Project Summaries (see template) and a CV listing the variety of academic and
professional project experience are part of the application documents. The CV should be
included in the portfolio after the Content page. Also, a complex project must be included.
The outcome is determined by the applicant’s ability to convincingly demonstrate that they
possess the competencies required to adequately meet the relevant performance criteria.
Successful candidates are then eligible to sit the Architecture Practice Examination (APE)
to proceed to registration as an architect in Australia.

Overseas Qualifications Assessment – Combined Stage 1 and 2
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4. ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for Stage 2 of the Overseas Qualifications Assessment, you must have
completed the OQA Stage 1, an assessment of your qualification/s.
The outcome of Stage 1 can be unsuccessful, you can proceed to Stage 2, the competencybased assessment.

QUALIFICATION

To be eligible for the Overseas Qualifications Assessment, you must:
•

Have completed a five year full-time equivalent academic qualification in
architecture, by coursework, awarded by an institution outside of
Australia.

Note: AACA can accept a 4-year qualification if the qualification, to the time of graduation,
lead to registration as an architect in the country of the granting institution.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Applicants must provide evidence for a minimum of 6 months of relevant work experience,
excluding course-integrated practical experience that would replace the minimum 5 years
coursework time. Evidence includes:
•

•

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY

Evidence of English language proficiency is required if the architectural program was
delivered in a language other than English, and it may be:
•
•
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A reference letter from the employer that outlines the range of projects
and project phases in which the applicant was involved. The letter must
be provided on the firm’s letterhead and must include contact details of
the direct supervisor; AND
Payment evidence, for example, payslips, bank statements, taxation
documents, records of superannuation or insurance.

An IELTS English Language Test with an overall band score of 6.5 or above,
issued within the last three years (or an equivalent English language test
that would be accepted by Australian universities); OR
A letter from a current employer stating that the applicant has a standard
of English appropriate for professional practice in architecture – only if
the applicant is an Australian resident.

last revised in June 2022

5. ASSESSMENT PROCESS

RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION

AACA will email a receipt to the nominated contact, normally within 3 business days of
having received the application.

TIMEFRAME

Applications are generally finalised within 12 to 16 weeks. Timeframes are dependent
upon the submission of all necessary documentation and the availability of assessors for
the conduct of the interview.
AACA can’t guarantee the completion of an assessment in a specific timeframe when,
despite provided guidance and support, an application does not meet the required
standard, which could lead to the termination of an application.

APPLICATION
VERIFICATION

The application and supporting documents are reviewed by AACA for completeness.
Processing of the application will not commence until all required information has been
received, documents are appropriately witnessed, a high-quality scan of originals is
provided (in colour, a minimum resolution of 300 dpi and including the edges of the original
document), and payment has been confirmed.
Should deficiencies be identified, AACA will contact the applicant (or their nominated
agent) to seek clarification or additional information which can delay the assessment
process.

FEEDBACK

Applicants will receive feedback on their portfolio, project descriptions and summary
statements – mostly related to formal requirements – and can revise these documents at
no additional cost.

INTERVIEW

An assessment interview will be conducted between the applicant and two experienced
architect assessors to discuss the applicant’s project portfolio and determine the extent to
which the applicant has demonstrated that they satisfactorily meet the relevant
performance criteria of the National Standard of Competency for Architects.
Interviews take approximately one hour and are held online, strict protocols apply.
Interview dates are usually booked with at least two weeks of notice. The applicant’s
portfolio, project descriptions and summary statements as well as information of their
educational background will be made available to assessors one week prior to an agreed
date.
In order to determine the extent to which an applicant meets the relevant competencies
required of a current Australian accredited architectural qualification, at the interview
assessors will discuss:
•
•

The variety of architectural project experience, including academic and
professional work
The summary statements and portfolio in context of the relevant NSCA
performance criteria.

Note: One of the presented 2-4 architectural projects must be a complex project (for
example, the final thesis project). The applicant must have been involved in the Design
process and should be prepared to explain the design development stages.

Overseas Qualifications Assessment – Combined Stage 1 and 2
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6. OUTCOME

Following the interview, an outcome letter will be issued, usually within 5 working days.
Successful candidates will be eligible to sit the Architectural Practice Examination (APE),
and after passing the exam, may apply for registration as an architect. On request, AACA
can also provide a Skills Assessment letter for migration purposes.
Unsuccessful candidates will be given feedback related to topic areas and performance
criteria that were not satisfactorily met and the outcome letter will include advice as to
how improve their skills.

APPEALING A
DECISION

Applicants may appeal a decision made by AACA. The appeal must be lodged in writing
with the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of AACA within 28 days from the date of notification
of the result. Applicants must clearly state the grounds for the appeal.
A second assessment interview will be organised with other assessors and the same
documents that the applicant has submitted. Additional documents can be requested.
Fees apply (see online).
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7. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Applicants are required to submit their application online via this link.
Where required, documents must be translated into English. Further guidance on
translation is provided at Section 9.
AACA reserves the right to contact educational and governmental institutions, agencies
and project referees for additional information and/or verification of the authenticity of
any documents and information. If forged, altered, or falsified documents are submitted
to AACA at any time, the application will not proceed, no refund of fees will be made. A
lifetime ban on applying for any assessment with AACA will apply and reporting to the
relevant authorities for further investigation.

DOCUMENTS

All forms can be downloaded from the first page of the online application form. All scans
of originals must be in colour, have a minimum resolution of 300 dpi and include the edges
of the original. If an original certificate can’t be provided, AACA may accept a letter from
the institution confirming the applicant’s documentation. Applicants are required to
upload the following documents (ensure that PDFs are not password protected and do not
exceed the maximum file size):
•
•

•

•

•

•

Statutory Declaration / Declaration Form signed and dated by the
applicant and signed by an authorised witness (see page 2 if applicable).
English language proficiency is required only if the program was
delivered in a language other than English. Evidence may be:
IELTS English language test report with an overall band score of 6.5
or above, issued within the last three years (or an equivalent English
language test that would be accepted by Australian universities); OR
A letter from a current employer stating that the applicant has a
standard of English appropriate for professional practice in
architecture – only if the applicant is an Australian resident.
Summary Statements (use template) to 13 topic areas with reference to
the relevant selection of the 2021 NSCA performance criteria and the
Explanatory Notes. Summary statements should not exceed 500 words
per topic area and should be supported with the portfolio.
Project Portfolio including 2 to 4 architectural projects of academic
and/or professional work as a reference document to support the
summary statements. Include a set of design drawings (site plan, plan/s,
section, elevation or other views, sketches, or diagrams) for at least one
of the projects that refers to design development. Include at least one
complex project, for example, the final thesis project or a competition.
See Section 8 for further guidance.
Project Summary form (use template) to provide an overview and short
description for each project and your involvement (professional projects).
For professional projects include referee details and the calendar years
when having been involved.
Reference letter from the employer on the firm’s letterhead describing
the range of project experience the applicant has gained and his/her
involvement in project phases, including the supervisor’s contact details.

Overseas Qualifications Assessment – Combined Stage 1 and 2
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•

•

•
•
•
•

•

Payment evidence as additional evidence for the minimum required work
experience, for example, payslips, bank statements, taxation documents,
records of superannuation or insurance.
CV listing your academic and professional experience, including the
variety of architectural design projects that have been assessed during
your architectural studies, and the range of professional project
experience. You can also include competitions and/or research related
projects that involve architectural design. The CV should be included in
the portfolio (after the cover page / table of content).
Evidence of Registration as an Architect (if applicable)
Evidence of Name Change (if applicable)
Signed Authorisation Letter (if you are using an agent)
Scanned ID documents, including one photo ID plus two of the following:
passport (bio-page), Driver Licence, National ID card, visa issued by the
Department of Immigration and Border Protection (including VEVO
notification), birth certificate, social security card, Student ID card, access
to web portal of English language test result, marriage certificate, or other
official photo bearing document.
Payment of application fee.

In addition, the following documents can be provided:
•
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8.

PORTFOLIO GUIDANCE

A portfolio of two to four architectural projects should be submitted according to the
following guidelines.
It may be compiled from academic and/or professional work to support the summary
statements (use the template) that are provided to the 13 topic areas in reference to the
relevant selection of NSCA performance criteria. Thereby, you will respond to mostly all
43 NSCA performance criteria as relevant at the point of graduation.

COVER PAGE

Include a cover page, your name and a list of projects, include if they are academic or
professional work.

CV

Include a short CV, including relevant tertiary studies and a short description of the range
of architectural projects that you have completed during your studies.
Provide an overview of your professional roles and a short description of the variety or
projects you were involved.

FORMATTING

The portfolio must be submitted in PDF format with a maximum file size of 60 MB:
-

A3 landscape format
maximum of 50 pages
order by projects
include project names and/or IDs on every page, or alternatively label pages
as Miscellaneous
include page numbers, match actual page numbers with the digital of the
PDF document
add/refer to relevant page numbers in the summary statement form
be consistent with the layout of every page
add a short description of the content where appropriate

Note: Your responses to the 13 topic areas should be included in the summary statement
form, however, you can add a note to which topic area the content of the page refers.

CONTENT

You must include one complex project. It is recommended to include the final thesis
project as it offers a good basis to also discuss your educational experience.
Provide at least for one project that is mapped against design relevant criteria a set of
design drawings, including a site plan, plan/s, section, elevation or other views as well as
sketches and/or diagrams to visualise the development of the design. Do not include
miniature drawings that can’t be read.
Remove sensitive information, i.e. client names and contact details, business names etc.
The portfolio may also include or refer to: design competition entries, awards,
drawings/digital designs (schematic and technical), reports, projects, thesis extracts,
handbooks/coursework, publications in journals/magazines, images of models
(digital/physical), professional correspondence between clients/specialists/stakeholders,
and/or extracts from legislation or professional/ industry publications.
Labels and annotations in your portfolio that are not in English do not require translation.

Overseas Qualifications Assessment – Combined Stage 1 and 2
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EXAMPLE PAGES
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EXAMPLE PAGES
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9. TRANSLATION, AGENTS, FEES AND HOW TO SUBMIT
TRANSLATION OF
DOCUMENTS

For the OQA Stage 2 there is no need to translate any documents. Labels and annotations
in your portfolio that are not in English do not require translation. Summary Statements
and Project descriptions must be provided in English.

AGENTS

Privacy provisions prohibit AACA from discussing applications with other people (third
parties) unless specifically authorised to do so.
Should you wish to, provide a letter authorising a nominated person (by name) to act as
your agent.

FEES

Please see the Forms and Fees page on the AACA website for current fees. All fees are
quoted in Australian Dollars (AUD).
Fees are not refundable once an application has been submitted.
AACA only accepts online credit card payments by VISA or MASTERCARD.
Payment can be made through the secure payment system once you have completed the
online form and uploaded the required documents. Have your credit card details and card
security code ready. All credit card transactions will be subject to a surcharge. Applicants
will receive an email confirmation and payment receipt after payment has been
successfully made.
Payment details are protected during the transmission using 256-bit SSL encryption. AACA
does not store any part of the credit card number, expiry date or CCV number on our
server. If you have any questions regarding online payments, please email us to
mail@aaca.org.au or call us on (02) 8042 8930 (within Australia) or +61 2 8042 8930
(outside Australia).

HOW TO SUBMIT

All the required forms can be downloaded from the AACA webpage where you can access
the online application.
Note: please have all relevant documents and your credit card ready when commencing
the online application as you will be re-directed to a secure payment website when
submitting the final page of the application form. Data may get lost when you do not
complete the payment.

Overseas Qualifications Assessment – Combined Stage 1 and 2
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RESOURCES

Industry Profile: The Profession of Architecture in Australia
Regulation of the Architectural Profession: A Summary of Australian State and Territory
Legislation
2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA)
2021 Explanatory Notes and Definitions to the 2021 NSCA

The eight ARBs (and their respective establishing laws):
• NSW Architects Registration Board:
Architects Act 2003 (NSW); Architects Regulation 2017 (NSW)
• Architects Registration Board of Victoria:
Architects Act 1991 (VIC); Architects Regulation 2015 (VIC)
• Board of Architects of Queensland:
Architects Act 2002 (QLD); Architects Regulation 2019 (OLD)
•The Architectural Practice Board of South Australia:
Architectural Practice Act 2009 (SA)
• Architects Board of Western Australia:
Architects Act 2004 (WA); Architects Regulations 2005 (WA)
• Australian Capital Territory Architects Board:
Architects Act 2004 (ACT)
• Board of Architects of Tasmania:
Architects Act 1929 (TAS)
• Northern Territory Architects Board:
Architects Act 1963 (NT); Architects Regulations 1965 (NT)

CONTACTING AACA

Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA)
Suite 3, Level 5, 75 Castlereagh Street
Sydney NSW 2000, Australia
mail@aaca.org.au
www.aaca.org.au
+61 2 8042 8930
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