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To all Registrars and Chairs/Presidents
(letter to be sent by email only)
7 February 2022 (record of the 4 February Members meeting)
AACA updates this page, refer also:
1. Attachment 1 Status Report: FOR INFORMATION ONLY, no action required
• Architectural Practice Exam 2024 (proposed) Architects Registration Program with Mentoring
2. Attachment 2 Approval sought: ARB decision required
• Architectural Practice Exam 2024 (proposed) Statement of Practical Experience and 2021 NSCA LogBook
To be shared with your Boards
Dear Registrars and Chairs
As discussed at our meeting, this letter is a record of the presentation on the 4 Feb 2022 for you to share with your
Board and staff. The purpose of this document is to keep your Board informed on AACA activities.
All Presidents and Chairs were in attendance, except one apology for Isla McRobbie (WA).
AACA updates:
a) Forum 3 2021 and AGM 2021 Minutes were distributed via email on 2 February 2022, any changes are
requested to be sent by ‘cc all’ email to Kathlyn Loseby by 2 March 2022
b) Communication
• 2022 Meetings schedule Calendar invites have been sent
• Next meeting of Members in 8 weeks @ 1st April
• Monthly updates to the Boards are sent by email and will all be saved online for ease of access here
https://www.aaca.org.au/monthly-arb-update/
c) 2021 NSCA (National Standard of Competency for Architects) rollout to AACA programs, refer the December
2021 update https://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Monthly-ARBs-Update-December-2021.pdf
d) OQA (Overseas Qualifications Assessment) and EPA (Experienced Practitioner Assessment) price increases from
1st March 2022 news and info link https://www.aaca.org.au/important-changes-to-aaca-fees-in-2022/
e)

OQA and EPA 2021 NSCA from 1st March 2022, note: assessor training and code of conduct. You can view all
information through the assessor portal link https://www.aaca.org.au/assessors-aaca-nsca2021-epaoqa/

f)

NPrA (NATIONAL PROGRAM OF ASSESSMENT) 2021 NSCA from January 2022, refer the December 2021 Registrar
information update https://www.aaca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/NPrA-NSCA-2021-Update-to-BoardsDecember-2021.pdf
• Note: assessor training / briefing session is planned for mid-2022 (before the assessment period begins)

g) Accreditation to the 2021 NSCA from January 2023 refer November 2021 letter https://www.aaca.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/Monthly-ARBs-Update-November-2021.pdf
h) UK MRA (Mutual Recognition Agreements) delayed from mid 2022 to Q3 2022? AACA waiting on UKARB (UK
Architects Registration Board) updates. Information AACA communicate to potential candidates can be found
attached to this letter. Please pass on any interested candidates to AACA.
Action outcomes:
1. Kathlyn Loseby to arrange a discussion with APBSA (Sue Millbank) and BOAQ (Anita Nikolaou) on how to manage
the price increases for OQA Stage 2 and EPA Local applications that are administered by their Boards.
2. Kirsten Orr (NSW ARB) requested 2021 NSCA AACA programs NPrA, OQA and EPA are summarised with a list of
any changes to the procedures (if any), noting changes to the PCs required by moving from existing NSCA to
2021 NSCA are not required to be listed. Supported by all Registrars.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.
please let me know if you would like me to present any of this information to your Board meeting.

Yours Sincerely
Kathlyn Loseby

AACA CEO
LFRAIA JP GAICD MBA(exec),
NSW Architect 6267
7 February 2022
cc. AACA Board members, and AACA National Advisory Panel
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Meeting of AACA Members (Registrars and Chairs) and AACA Board
4 February 2022

Information for potential applicants of UK MRA
The UK Mutual Recognition Arrangement (UK MRA) is not available yet, AACA are still developing the
application, however we can share with you some information to assist your team. Please be aware this is an
early information release and there could still be some changes. Let me know if you would like me to meet
with your team and talk further, either in person or over zoom/teams etc. I would be very happy to meet
them.
UK MRA application likely to open September 2022
If all goes well (and the UK Parliament pass the Act, which they should), the UK/Aus/NZ MRA will start then.
The application cannot be available until the MRA is ratified.
Application process
AACA are still developing the application process with the UK ARB (United Kingdom Architects Registration
Board). Details about the UK qualifications (UK ARB Part 1,2 and 3),** and UK current Registration
Number, will be sent to AACA directly from UK ARB.
The applicant will find a link on the AACA online application to connect with the UK ARB.
Once the UKARB confirm UK Part 1, 2, 3 and current UK registration, the applicant will be asked to present
a portfolio of their project experience, for a discussion with AACA.
Portfolio and discussion with AACA
The portfolio will present 3-5 recent projects (maximum 1xA3, or 2xA4 pages per project) to demonstrate
the required Performance Criteria from the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects at the
level of competency of Post Registration. For each Project referenced in the portfolio, there will be a Project
Summary with the following information:
1. Project Name
2. Location
3. Building Type
4. Cost
5. Job Title with explanation of role on project
6. Project date of completion
7. Project description; linking relevant aspects of the applicant’s responsibilities to the required
Performance Criteria (maximum 500 words)
As the applicant is a registered architect in the UK, the discussion with AACA will concentrate on the
candidate understanding Australian domain specific criteria, for example this will include:
1. Australian specific regulations and codes,
2. design requirements specific to Australia (eg BAL for bushfire)
3. First Nations and designing for Country
4. Sustainability requirements
5. knowledge of the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architect

Performance Criteria
The applicant will be issued with links to the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects, and
the 2021 NSCA Explanatory Notes so they can be conversant with the domain specific information before
they attend the discussion with AACA. The Explanatory Notes will help them understand what is important
and guide them to further information so they can read up about it before they meet to discuss with AACA.
Cost
The cost is yet to be confirmed. Nominally $3,500. (Within a range of $3,200-$4,200).
** Only UK qualified and registered architects can apply
The UK ARB have limited this application to:
UK Acceptable Qualifications:
• UK part 1 and 2
or
•

Australian or New Zealand qualifications listed here,

IF followed

by UK Acceptable Registration

UK Acceptable Registration:
• UK part 3
• UK registered architects
This means individuals who are registered in the UK, but whose qualifications (eg M. Arch) are from
elsewhere cannot use this application process (eg the EU, Asia, North America, South America or Africa).
If this application process is not suitable there are alternative pathways to consider:
Alternate pathway
EPA Overseas application.
Please be aware we have a substantial fee increase from 1st March. AACA have been running
the Experienced Practitioner Assessment (EPA) program at a considerable loss for many years. So,
although more work to compile an EPA Overseas application, until 28 February 2022 the EPA Overseas
will be $2,550. If cost is a consideration, the candidate should consider this in making their decision
about which pathway to apply. You can read more about our fee increase here
Registration in a State/ Territory in Australia
Successful completion of either pathway (UK MRA or EPA Overseas) will give national recognition of
registration that will be recognised by any state or territory architect registration board in Australia. Once
successful, AACA will notify the registration board of your choice (eg NSW ARB) and the person can then
apply for a registration number in that State / Territory.
Kathlyn Loseby
CEO
Architects Accreditation Council of Australia
4 February 2022
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