Accreditation of Architecture Programs
Stakeholder Update Report – January 2022
This Stakeholder Update Report contains the following information
1. Managing the impact of COVID-19 on the accreditation of architecture programs
2. Review of the Accreditation Fee Schedule for FY2023
3. Incorporation of the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA) into the
Accreditation of Architecture Programs
4. Applications to join the Accreditation Standing Panel (due 31st Mar 2022)
5. Provider Annual Reporting (2022 Reports due 15th Apr 2022)
6. The Accreditation Management Committee – update on membership
7. Links to key information on the Accreditation of Architecture Programs
1. Managing the impact of COVID-19 on the accreditation of architecture programs
The AACA continues to manage the ongoing impact of COVID-19 on the completion of Accreditation
Review Panels and associated three-day Site Visits scheduled in 2022. The strategy employed during 2020
and 2021 aimed at ensuring the assessment remained fair and valid, whilst ensuring that panellists (and
Provider staff) were not put an undue risk due to non-essential travel. 2021 saw the conduct of five fully
remote site visits. High levels of vaccination uptake and an easing of state border travel restrictions means
that AACA is hoping to see a return to face-to-face Site Visits in 2022, but will continue to monitor the
ongoing impact of COVID-19.
2. Review of the Accreditation Fee Schedule for FY2023
The AACA Board is currently considering necessary changes to the Accreditation Fee Schedule for FY2023
required to ensure Accreditation services cover the actual cost of delivery. An increase to the Fee
Schedule for the 2023 Financial Year (July 2022 to June 2023) should be anticipated. The 2022 Financial
Fee Schedule can be accessed directly from the AACA Publications page (see here).
3.

Incorporation of the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA) into the
Accreditation of Architecture Programs
Building on last year’s release of the NSCA 2021 and the companion document NSCA 2021 Explanatory
Notes and Definitions, the AACA continues to work towards supporting the incorporation of the updated
standard into the Accreditation Procedure from 2023.
- The Architecture Program Accreditation Procedure in Australia and New Zealand will be updated
during 2022 to transition reference to the required standard for program accreditation from the
2015 NSCA to the 2021 NSCA. The updated Procedure will come into effect from January 2023.
- All Accreditation Review Panels from 2023 will be based on assessment against the 2021 NSCA.
- In 2022 Provider Annual Reports due to be submitted by 15th April 2022, Providers will be required
to describe proposed transition arrangements to support their full integration of the 2021 NSCA
in program curricula to support the next scheduled accreditation assessment of the accredited
program.
- Providers with open Action Items written around Performance Criteria from the 2015 NSCA will
need to begin reporting against their transition arrangements in 2023 Provider Annual Reporting.
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AACA will progress further work in 2022 to update Accreditation Review Panel reporting
requirements and to consider how best to support the consistent interpretation and assessment
of new Performance Criteria addressing First Nations requirements.

4. Applications to join the Accreditation Standing Panel
Ongoing success of the Accreditation Procedure is largely dependent upon having a suitably experienced
pool of architectural academics and architectural practitioners on the Accreditation Standing Panel.
Nominations to join the Standing Panel may be submitted to the Secretariat at any time and are referred
to stakeholder organisations for endorsement on an annual basis between April and June. The current
membership listing is posted online and can be viewed here. To be considered in the next annual round
of stakeholder review and endorsement (Apr-Jun 2022):
- Ensure you are familiar with the Architecture Program Accreditation Procedure
- Read the Procedural Guidance here for Selection Criteria and other important information
- Complete the online Nomination Form by no later than 31st March 2022
- Nominees do not need to seek pre-endorsement from their preferred stakeholder organisation –
endorsement by stakeholder organisations is coordinated by the Secretariat in April to June.
The Procedure currently notes a 3 year term of appointment. The AACA has agreed to extend the term
of appointment from 3 to 5 years. This will be amended in the next update to the Procedure, and details
updated in the published listing in July 2022.
5. Provider Annual Reporting for 2022
Use this link to download the template as a word document: 2022 Provider Annual Reporting template.
Key submission guidance:
- Reports are due to be submitted to the Accreditation Secretariat via Accreditation@aaca.org.au
by no later than 15th April 2022.
- Review the relevant Procedural Guidance document: Guidance – Provider Annual Reporting prior
to preparing your report.
- Reports should generally be submitted as a single PDF document, inclusive of enclosures or links
to supporting evidence. A succinct single document PDF report is required to facilitate further
referral of the document to the Accreditation Management Committee (AMC) and to the relevant
Architect Registration Board (ARB).
- It is requested that a Word version containing the Part 2 General Information (inclusive of
enrolment and graduate data) be supplied (in addition to the complete PDF document) to assist
AACA staff in data compilation.
- Reporting should cover matters pertinent to the bachelor program offered by the Provider.
- In comparison to the first three years of Provider Annual Reporting, the one new inclusion in the
Report Template is at Part 2 – General Info (m) that requests information about integration of the
2021 NSCA into curricula.
- Due to the follow-on review activities that are scheduled following the submission
date, extensions to the submission date of 15th April are not possible
- For Providers with Accreditation Review Panels in 2022, Provider Annual Reports are still required.
Adjustments may be made to Part 3 – reporting on progress against action items: this section
does not need to be completed, with full progress details included in the relevant component of
the Provider Accreditation Submission, due 10 weeks in advance of the Site Visit.
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Please assist reviewing staff and relevant Architect Registration Board members by ensuring the following
matters are addressed 1:
- Appropriate description of substantive changes and their implementation, including reference to
impacted Performance Criteria
- Appropriate description of the internal approval processes that are in place to govern program
changes
- Appropriate detail regarding ongoing program changes as a result of COVID-19 impacts
- Provision of appropriate evidence (supplied via hyperlinks or enclosed with the PDF submission)
to justify the closure or completion of Action Items
- Ensure each Report reads as a clear stand-alone document, without referral to previous Provider
Annual Reports.
Provider Annual Reports will be reviewed by the Accreditation Secretariat and the Accreditation
Management Committee (May), and then referred to the respective Architect Registration Board for
review and noting (Jun/Jul). Following direction from each Architect Registration Board, Secretariat will
work to contact all Providers regarding clarification of the status of Action Items and any other matters
raised through the Provider Annual Reporting process (August/September). De-identified data from the
reports is used to inform an annual report on accredited architecture programs in Australia. Data collected
in 2021 reports has been used to prepare the Annual Report on 2020 Accredited Architecture Programs.
6. The Accreditation Management Committee – update on membership
The Accreditation Management Committee is responsible for providing advice on the management and
implementation of the Procedure and providing strategic, high quality advice to the Architects
Accreditation Council of Australia Board in order to implement a transparent and fair Procedure in
Australia. You can read the Committee’s Terms of Reference here.
Current committee membership:
- Dr Lara Mackintosh – nominee of the Australian Institute of Architects
- Dr Kirsten Orr – nominee of the Australian State and Territory Architect Registration Boards
- Mr Paul Boyce – nominee of the Australian State and Territory Architect Registration Boards
- Dr Chris Landorf – nominee of the Association of Architecture Schools of Australasia
- Mr Stephen Ward (Chairperson) – nominee of the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia.
The AACA wishes to acknowledge and thank Emeritus Professor Sandra Kaji-O'Grady who was part of the
initial Committee membership from late 2017, and who recently completed a four year term as the
representative of the AASA. The AACA welcomes Dr Chris Landorf, who has joined the Committee in 2022
as the new representative for the AASA.
7.

1

Links to key information on the Accreditation of Architecture Programs
• Accreditation of Architecture Programs – overview information
• Publications page – relevant documents and reports, including links to the Procedure, Guidance
documents, and recent Stakeholder Reports
• The National Standard of Competency for Architects – describing the standard required for
program accreditation.

This list represents the most common issues identified with 2021 Reports.
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