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AACA Experienced Practitioner Assessment (EPA)
Reference Template: To be complete by each referee and incorporated into the applicant’s submission – “Assessable Items” document (Refer EPA Applicants Guide – Item 5.3).

Applicant’s Name: [xxxx]
Referee’s Name: [xxxx]
Instructions for Referees
Referees must review and acknowledge the following EPA Eligibility Criteria (Extract from AACA -  EPA Guide for Applicants).
EPA Eligibility Criteria
This program provides an alternate pathway to registration as an architect in Australia for graduates of Australian accredited architecture programs [or overseas qualified experienced practitioners who are not eligible for registration in Australia under existing mutual recognition agreements], with eligible experience at Principal Decision-Maker level on Complex Projects*.
Applicants must demonstrate an applied understanding of the required Performance Criteria in the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA). Through a Portfolio of 4 - 6 completed / built (within maximum last 15 years) Complex Projects*, applicants must demonstrate eligible experience and practice of architecture at the Principal Decision-Maker level, as well as the capacity to exercise professional skill as an architectural practitioner in Australia. Applicants must be experienced with relevant Australian contracts, regulations and legal requirements as required across the specified NSCA Performance Criteria within all scales of projects.
*Definition: Complex Project: Typically, a project of medium scale or larger, that requires the skill and knowledge to deliver the resolution and integration of complicated aspects including but not limited to; siting, planning, structure, services, materials, composition, and configuration. A complex project is demanding in its ordering and organisation of multiple occupancy and/or special purpose user requirements and requires the integration of cultural, social, environmental, and technical issues. Note: Single dwelling residential projects, Interior Fit out projects, Urban design projects and cladding/roofing replacement projects are not eligible as complex projects.
Eligible Experience
Ten (10) years of eligible architectural professional postgraduate practical experience, including a minimum of three (3) years providing architectural services on complex projects*, practicing at the Principal Decision-Maker level.
Twelve (12) months of eligible architectural practical experience in Australia, within the last three (3) years.


References
Contact details of referees must be supplied within the references as they will be contacted by AACA to validate the references.
A minimum of Two (2) References: (maximum two A4 size pages for each reference) – from persons who are able to comment on the applicant’s professional capacity to operate to the standard expected of an architect in Australia within the last three years.
One referee must be a practicing architect currently registered in Australia (and registered at the time of the applicant’s Portfolio projects) and is employed in the applicant’s current or recent architectural practice and was involved in the applicant’s Portfolio projects. Separate / additional references from Registered architects may be required to endorse each of the Portfolio projects that were completed under different architectural practices.
The second reference must be from a referee from a different organisation. The second reference may be provided by a consultant, builder or client who was involved in one or more of the Portfolio projects.
Referees are required to comment and confirm (in the Referee’s comments below):
· The applicant’s Professional capacity to operate to the standard expected of an architect in Australia.
· The Referee’s involvement in the Portfolio projects submitted by the applicant with the EPA application (Complete the Table on following pages).
· The applicant’s Principal Decision-Maker level on each Portfolio project.
· The applicant’s Professional experience with specific reference to the performance criteria from the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA) against which the Experienced Practitioner Assessment (EPA) is mapped. Referees are required to review the 2021 NSCA when providing a reference.
Referee’s comments: (refer to Instructions for Referees above)
I [insert name of referee xxxx] acknowledge the above EPA eligibility criteria and verify they have been satisfied by [Applicant name xxxx]] in the submitted Portfolio projects.
[Applicant name xxxx] has demonstrated professional experience at Principal Decision-Maker level with specific reference to the performance criteria from the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA) against which the Experienced Practitioner Assessment (EPA) is mapped, as follows:
[insert xxxx]



Projects included in the applicant’s portfolio where the referee worked with the applicant:
Four (4) to six (6) complex completed / built projects (not older than 15 years), demonstrating application of the 2021 NSCA performance criteria at Principal Decision-Maker level:
	No.
	Project Title
	City / Country
	Period
	Company
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Referee’s Name: [xxxx]
Architects Registration Board (ARB) Registration No.: [xxxx]	State/Territory: [xxxx]
Practice / Company: [xxxx]
Contact Details: [xxxx]

Signature of Referee: [xxxx]
Date: [xxxx]
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