To all Australian Providers of Accredited Architecture Programs
(Letter to be sent via email only)

Introduction of the 2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects into the Accreditation of
Architecture Programs

Dear Heads of School and Accreditation contacts,
The purpose of this letter is to confirm the arrangements for the introduction of the 2021 National
Standard of Competency for Architects (NSCA) into the Accreditation of Architecture Programs. The 2021
NSCA is the result of the regular review of the NSCA, published after an intensive 18 month review that
commenced in January 2020. The 2021 NSCA was formally released on 1st July 2021, with supporting
advice noting implementation for the Accreditation of Architecture Programs was anticipated to occur
from 2023.
The NSCA underpins all assessment processes including the accreditation of architecture programs
leading to registration as an architect in Australia. Registration is one requirement for practising as an
architect in Australia. The NSCA provides the framework for the Architects Registration Board in every
state and territory that enables this assessment. It also guides tertiary institutions and other providers
on the pathways to registration.
The 2021 NSCA is now supported by the NSCA 2021 Explanatory Notes and Definitions, published on 10
November 2021. This important companion document contains explanations of several Performance
Criteria (26 of 60) and additional supporting resources. Importantly for Providers and Accreditation
Review Panels, the document provides a categorisation of the ‘action words’ from the 2021 Performance
Criteria that will assist in developing a common interpretation as to the appropriate level and methods
of assessment of the 2021 Performance Criteria.
The 2021 NSCA will be the basis for all accreditation assessments from 1st January 2023. This will be
supported by the following arrangements:
-

The 2022 Provider Annual Reporting template (due to be published by 31st January and
completed Reports submitted by Providers to the AACA by 15th April 2022) has an additional
reporting field requiring each Provider to describe proposed arrangements and timeline details
to ensure that the program makes a timely transition to the full integration of the 2021 NSCA in
curricula to support the next scheduled accreditation assessment of the accredited program.

-

For Providers with open Action Items from previous Accreditation Reports written 2018 to 2021
(and eventually 2022 as well) that make explicit reference to Performance Criteria from the 2015
NSCA, guidance will be communicated to each Provider during 2022 as to revised Performance

Criteria from the 2021 NSCA that should form the basis of a transition in Provider Annual
Reporting for these Open Action Items from 2023 onwards.
-

Full mapping between the 2015 and 2021 NSCA Performance Criteria has been prepared by the
AACA. This will be shared with Providers upon request.

-

The Architecture Program Accreditation Procedure in Australia and New Zealand will be updated
during 2022 to remove reference to the 37 Performance Criteria of the 2015 NSCA, and to
include reference to the 2021 NSCA requirements as the necessary standard for program
accreditation. The updated Procedural document will come into effect from 1st January 2023.

Links to key reference materials:
2021 National Standard of Competency for Architects
NSCA 2021 Explanatory Notes and Definitions
AACA webpage with further information on the NSCA
I would also like to take this opportunity to comment on those 2021 Performance Criteria that refer to
the National Construction Code (NCC). At the 2021 AASA AGM I spoke about the National Building
Ministers Forum requiring the Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) ensure all education providers
have appropriate coverage of the NCC in tertiary training. Two options were presented, option one was
5 modules prepared by the ABCB for use by tertiary providers, and option 2 was for providers to develop
their own content.
I confirm receipt of AASA President Dr John Doyle’s letter of 12 October 2021, preferring option 2. I
quote ‘the material described in the five NCC modules is already integrated into curriculum and is being
taught by Architecture providers in Bachelor of Architecture (*or equivalent) and Master of Architecture
programs across Australia,’ Noting also, that the ABCB modules were at AQF 5 and far below the AQF 9
required by TEQSA for Masters of Architecture in Australia.
In closing, I wish all schools, staff, and students a happy Christmas and New Year, with 2022 hopefully
being better for all. Should you have any queries on the information in this letter, please do not hesitate
to refer them to Michelle Breen, Manager Accreditation and Assessment, via
Accreditation@aaca.org.au.
Yours sincerely

Kathlyn Loseby
AACA CEO
LFRAIA JP GAICD MBA(Exec), NSW Architect 6267
24 November 2021
CC:

All Architect Registration Boards

